FIGTREE PUBLIC SCHOOL
PARENTS & CITIZENS ASSOCIATION MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday 16" February 2016, Staff Room, Figtree Public School

Mel Faulks opened the meeting at 7.30pm.

Present: Mel Faulks, Natalie Weaver, Arthur Castrissios, Alicia Williams, Amanda Hubert, Nicole Castrissios, Bec
Cavanagh, Audrey Hoy, Eva Thompson, Renai Lee, Darinka Figgins, Renata Livolsi, Caroline Banks, Janine King,
Mitra Bakhshi, Louise Ward, Richard Lloyd, Marion Bland, Val Burton, Gina Peros, Ruth Kilah, Melissa Harding

Mel Faulks offered a warm welcome to our new Principal, Melissa Harding and new/older faces around the table.

Apologies: NIL

Stage Wishlists:

Stage 3: Marion Bland, Richard Lloyd:- See attached. Reading, iPads, Mathematics

Stage 2: Val Burton:- See attached. Literacy Pro licences, personal whiteboards, Readers, Laptops

Stage 1: Gina Peros:- See attached. L3 resources, Book stand, magnetic letters, iPads

RFF (science): Renai Lee:- See attached. Science resource kits

Banksia: Ruth Kilah:- See attached. Assistive technology for communication, subscription renewal, speaker system,
air conditioning

Environment Committee — See attached.

Mel Faulks thanked all for the submissions and indicated that the P & C will consider Wishlists in General Business.
Acceptance of the Previous Minutes — 17.11.15

It was moved by Alicia Williams and seconded by Natalie Weaver that the minutes of the meeting held on
17.11.15 be accepted. Carried.

Business Arising from the Previous Minutes —17.11.15
e NIL

Correspondence - In

* EZCover Fundraising information Tabled
* P & CFederation RE: Upcoming forum Tabled
¢ Julie Landon November Auxiliary Minutes Tabled
¢ Disability Trust November & February Newsletters Tabled
¢  Paul Brightwell Thank you card Tabled
* P & CFederation Student Injury Insurance Tabled
¢ ACNC Newsletter Tabled
* Amanda Hubert Request to book Hoyts for Movie Night Tabled
* P & CFederation Election for Councillors and Delegates Tabled
¢ Kathy Levis Moved to Qld. Remove from Email list Actioned by Secretary
* P & CFederation Term 1 2016 Journal Tabled

Correspondence — Out

¢ Alicia O’Connor Approved October 2015 Minutes for posting to website
* P & CDistribution Draft November 2015 Minutes
* Annette Read Reminder of Wishlist presentation from each AP for Feb meeting

* Amanda Hubert Approval to book Hoyts for Movie Night



FIGTREE PUBLIC SCHOOL
PARENTS & CITIZENS ASSOCIATION MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday 16" February 2016, Staff Room, Figtree Public School

Business Arising From Correspondence
* NIL

Parents’ Auxiliary Report
Amanda Hubert reported:

*  End-of-year disco — Profit $ 1338.33

* Xmas assembly and sausage sizzle — Profit $978.41

e AGM 2" March 2016. Some of the current office bearers not standing. Positions to fill.

* Menu changes — 3 - 4 years since prices went so time to catch up. Review in progress and new foods
planned. Changes planned to take effect from Term 2

¢ Milkshake and Donut day next Tuesday

¢  Week 7 - Fri 11 March — Welcome to FPS afternoon tea at 2 pm

* Easter Hat Parade — Wed 23™ March (Wk 9). Mufti day prior to that 15" March.

* $800 funds to cover for food and prizes for the day. — Arthur Castrissios moved and Natalie Weaver
seconded that these funds be made available. Carried.

*  First prize ideas — Illawarra Fly, Disney on Ice ($182), Hoyts Cinema Gift card ($50), Go-Karting

* By show of hands, it was decided that the prizes would be Disney on Ice family ticket and Hoyts Gift Card.

* Mothers Day Stall — Term 2 Week 2 (5 & 6 May). Mufti Day 28 April. $800 upfront requested. Alicia
Williams moved and Caroline Banks seconded that these funds be made available. Carried.

e Term 4 Twilight Carnival Night — Emailed Fosters Amusements to reserve rides. Options are Fri 21% Oct or
Fri 28" Oct. Decided to go with 21 October.

* Movie Night — Finding Dory. World Premiere 16™ June and FPS is booked in.

« 60" Anniversary this year — working on incorporating this milestone into one of the fundraising events.

Principal’s Report — Melissa Harding
The Principal’s detailed agenda item list attached. Main points were:
* Thank you for your warm welcome to school.
¢ Students and teachers settling in nicely.
¢ Summary of class make-up.
¢ Swimming Carnival, Hockey clinics
* Thanks for parent assistance in laying soft fall around the Ark.
* Upcoming — Dragons, Leadership seminar, District swimming carnival, Life Education, FHS expo night,
school photos
* P & CFederation forum is being held at our school on Thursday 17" March.
* Feedback requested on the schools strategic direction.

Treasurer’s Report — Alicia Williams

Balance as per Bank Statement on 31 Jan 2016 $46,304.69
Un-presented deposits $0.00

$46,304.69
Less un-presented cheques $1,119.25

Balance as represented in cashbook as at 31 Jan 2016 $45,185.44

Current liabilities are $7,957.25
Available funds as at 31 Jan 2016 $37,228.19

The above funds available do not include $6000 approved in last Auxiliary meeting to be transferred from canteen
toP&C



FIGTREE PUBLIC SCHOOL
PARENTS & CITIZENS ASSOCIATION MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday 16" February 2016, Staff Room, Figtree Public School

Profit comparison attached. In summary, last year the profit was $27,455.97 ($25,580.51 in 2014)

Mel Faulks congratulated Auxiliary on efforts last year and the amount raised. Excellent result and probably a
record since she has been involved in the P & C.

School Council Report — Mel Faulks
e NIL

General Business

Wishlists — Treasurer proposes to allocate $30,000 to Wishlists. After detailed discussion, the following allocation
was carried by majority vote following a motion by Mel Faulks.

Stage 1: $5,000
Stage 2: $5,000
Stage 3: $5,000
Banksia: $5,000
Science: $8,000
Garden: $1,500
Total: $29,500

Amanda Hubert — Uniform shop price increase. 18 months since last price change. Most costs have been
absorbed but now is the time to reconsider as prices are going up again. Propose to increase prices by $1 to $4
per item (depending on item, but typically $1-2). It was moved by Arthur Castrissios and seconded by Mel Faulks
that the price changes as proposed be adopted. Carried.

Nicole Castrissios — Water bottle filling stations to avoid children filling water bottles in the toilets. Reece has
units for $272.70 + plumbing. Say $1,000 for supply and installation of two units. These funds were approved in
the November 2015 meeting.

With no further discussion required MB thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at
9.40 pm.

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 15™ March. The Annual General Meeting will commence at 7 pm and
the usual monthly meeting will immediately follow.



P&C Meeting 16" February 2016
Principal’s Report

Since the last meeting:

Thank you for the very warm welcome that | have received. | am incredibly happy to be here at
this fantastic school.

All students have returned to school happy and settled, ready for another great year. Thank
you to parents for reassuring and positively supporting students as they transition back to
school.

Although we didn’t receive enough enrolments to form 12 mainstream classes, we were still
able to move into classes quite quickly.

Kindergarten students have settled well into the routines of ‘Big School’. All students in KD and
KM have completed their Best Start Assessments. Parents will receive feedback about this
assessment within the next week.

Staff from Banksia hosted a morning tea for parents last Thursday to share information about
routines and structures. Teachers from other areas of our school will also be hosting
information sessions over the next couple of weeks. We thank parents for taking the time to
attend these. We trust that these sessions continue to be useful for parents.

Our School Swimming Carnival was held on 10" February. It was a lovely sunny day and |
was very impressed with the behaviour and participation of our students. | would like to thank
the parents who volunteered their time and Ms Bland for her excellent organisation of the
carnival.

Hockey Clinics for all students have begun and it is great to see students having so much fun
while improving their hand/eye coordination. Thanks to Mr Wheeler for organising these
clinics.

A huge thank you to the parents who assisted with laying soft fall under and around the ARK.
It looks great and will certainly help with keeping our students safe while playing on the
equipment.

Coming up:

The Dragons Blitz will be held at school this Friday afternoon. Students will have the
opportunity to meet some Dragons players and take part in a session aimed at healthy lifestyle
awareness.

All of Stage 3 will be involved in a leadership seminar next Monday 22" February.

The district swimming carnival will be held next Wednesday 24™ February at Western Suburbs
Pool. We wish all of our representatives the best of luck.

Happy Harold and the Life Education Van will arrive at our school on Monday 29" February.
All students will have a visit to the van during this week.

There will be an Expo Night at Figtree High for Year 6 students on Wednesday 2™ March at
6pm.

School photos will take place on Thursday March 17™.

General

The P&C Federation will be hosting an information forum at our school on Thursday 17"
March. This may be a good fundraising opportunity for our P&C if we wanted to sell food and
drinks.

After looking at data collected at the end of 2015, it has been made obvious that we need to
establish new strategic directions that provide greater focus and clarity. Please provide
feedback in regards to these directions in writing or in person to me by next Friday 26™
February.



Teachers Are Learners Too!

* At the School Development Day on Tuesday 27" January, the staff were involved in whole
school and stage planning sessions. This was a very productive day and helped with
preparations for the year ahead.

« On Thursday 11" February Mrs Peros, Mrs Burton and Mrs Lee attended a technology
workshop before school. Miss Harding, Mrs O’Connor and Mrs Peros attended a workshop in
the afternoon that provided information on whole school approaches to abuse prevention in
children.

Melissa Harding
Principal
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FIGTREE PUBLIC SCHOOL-P&C
BANK RECONCILLIATION FOR 2016 @

Opening balance on Bank Statement as at 1st January 2016 $42,185.52

Add Income for 2016 $4,119.17

Sub Total $46,304.69

Less Expenses for 2015 $1,118.25
Sub Total $45,185.44
Less Unpresented Chegques
Pavee Number Amount $1,118.25
Sweet P 925 $1.,118.25
$1,118.25

Balance as represented in Cashbook as at 31st January 2016 $46.304.63
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P&C WISH LIST

EARLY STAGE ONE

&
STAGE ONE

Dear committee members of the Figtree Public School P&C.

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to speak with you about the needs of Early

Stage One and Stage One.

Early Stage One and Stage One consists of 5 classes.
e 2 Kindergarten classes taught by Miss Demertzi & Miss Montelcone.

e 1 Year One class taught by Mrs O’Connor.

e 2 Year One and Year Two classes taught by Mrs Calderaro & Mrs Peros.

All the teachers are involved in L3 training this year. Miss Demertzi is at the

maintenance level of her training while the other 4 teachers are at the starting point.

We will require additional resources to implement this amazing program that supports

students in their reading and writing.

We have consulted with Miss Harding (L3 trainer in 2015) as to the monetary amount
we will need and together we have estimated that $8 000.00 will get all the classes

started in implementing the L3 program.

We also need a book rack and the coat hanger bags that go with it so we can organise
the reading books and a set of magnetic Vowel and Consonant letters for one of the

Kindergarten classes.

Three of the five classes only have four ipads each. We need 6 more ipads to make it 6

per class so we can run a small group in maths and literacy.

ITEM

L3 RESOURCES IFOR 5 CLASSROOMS

3 LEVEL BOOK STAND & BAGS

MAGNETIC VOWEL & CONSONANT LETTERS

6 IPADS & COVERS

$ | ¢

8000 | 00

416 00

19| 00

| 4140 | 00
TOTAL[12675| 00

Thank you for your consideration.

Miss Demertzi, Miss Monteleone,
Mrs O’Connor, Mrs Calderaro and Mrs Peros.




STAGE 2 FUNDING REQUESTS BY STAGE 2

LITERACY PRO: Annual licenses for all Stage 2 students, totally $818.18, to ensure continued
access to Literacy Pro, our Stage 2 Home Reading with class support program.

WHITEBOARDS: (INDIVIDUAL) .

To facilitate many of the Focus On Reading strategies, as well as Mathematical strategies, Stage 2
would like a small whiteboard for each individual student. Total Cost: $298.04. Students are
currently providing their own whiteboard markers.

CONNECTORS (reading texts)- SERIES 1 - NON-FICTION

To facilitate student access to several of the Focus On Reading teaching/learning strategies, it
would be extremely advantageous to access additional non-fiction reading texts, particularly
multiple copies (sets of 6) to enable small group focused instruction and learning. Connectors are a
recommended series by the Department facilitators of Focus On Reading. Total Cost: $1769.00
LAPTOPS:

New syllabus requirements have vastly increased the amount of access to technology required by
cach student across a variety of platforms. This may include written, spoken, non-verbal, visual
or multimodal communications of meaning including sound, print, film, electronic and
multimedia representations and coding. They may be extended unified works, a series of
related pieces or a single, simple piece of communication. '

» In Stage 2, our equipment is frequently used to access Studyladder, Literacy Pro and
Sunshine-on-line to support our Reading and Mathematics programs.

« In addition, our students view and compose texts using animation and slow-mation, create
digital reports and explanations using iMovie and iPhoto and access ebooks and other digital
media, on-line databases and so on.

+ At present, laptop ratio is 1:15 students, shared across Stages 2 and 3, although some of our
Apple Macbooks are now 6 years + in age). Logistical problems continue regarding the
actual sharing of the equipment, in terms of the safe movement of laptops, the time taken to
move equipment from building to building (Stage 2 is now in 2 separate buildings) and the
class timetabling difficulties that arise when equipment must be shared throughout the core
teaching times.

» REQUEST: Stage 2 would like 4 Apple Macbooks for each Stage 2 class, to be predominantly
kept in each Stage 2 classroom. Individual item price is $1760 (includes 4 year warranty)
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« TOTAL COST: $21120. Of course, this is a large sum of money, so possibly this could be
achieved over a couple of years?

SUMMARY:
1) Licenses - $818.18
2) Whiteboards - $298.04
3) Connectors readers - $1769
4) Laptops - $21120 (or part thereof)

Thank you for your time and attention: Val Burton, Val Kynes and Danielle Hornsby

. A e e e




Stage 3 Wish List 2016

Reading: Linked to Focus on Reading Program

We would like to purchase some sets of Info Connector reading books by
Scholastics to use with our new FoR program. This program concentrates on
teaching comprehension skills and has been developed specifically to try and
increase the student’s skills in all areas of comprehension, including inferring,
visualising, making connections, predicting, using prior knowledge, summarising

and questioning.

These books are appropriate for group work and come in sets of six. They are
particularly good for reciprocal reading where each child in the group has a role
to play in the reading activity.

The cost of these books would be $900 for 12 sets of 6 books.

Technology: Linked to History, Geography and other areas of the

curriculum.

Each stage 3 class currently has 8 I pad's each and would be able to use them
more effectively if we had at least had enough to share one between two.

The new History and Geography syllabus require a lot of inquiry learning and
research. To teach these skills we need the technology. It is much more
conducive to work in the children's own classroom for this type of research task
than down in the computer room which can quite often cause problems during a
lesson e.g. slow to log on, not all log on all the time etc

Costs:
$619 per unit ($18570 for 30) + $300 for power boards (5plugs)

Total- $18,600- $18,800

Mathematics

Number cases to complement the new Origo Math resource we are using across
the school. They include numeral expanders, fraction posters, mix and match
cards for fractions, 6 digits and 7 digits, place value sliders and number line

cards.



$160 per case we need three more boxes
Total cost on the Stage 3 wish list: $20,180
Yours sincerely

Marion Bland Richard Lloyd and Gary Wheeler




This year in Banksia we have students with increasingly complex needs enrolled in all 3 classes.

/’

Communication is one of the most important skills for any child to develop. Children without verbal
language often need assistive technology (Augmentative and Alternative Communication Systems) to
enable them to Communicate with their friends and teachers.

AAC has proven to be a powerful tool in providing students an opportunity to participate in daily life.

At the moment we have only 1 touch switch and 1 recordable switch to share between 3 classes and
6 students. This does not allow the children to have adequate daily access to AAC systems to meet
their communication needs.

We are requesting: [ Small w Lis\'\*ed olanke - é 1as
-4 Touch switches to operate the computer or switch adapted toys

-Big Red Switch 13cm $95

-Ringed saucer switch $116.39

-Super bumpy Switch $99

-Jelly bean twist switch $95

COST: $400

- 3 recordable touch switch to assist with daily interaction suitable for the needs of the students.
-Big Mack Recordable Communicator $203,

-Little Step by Step $262,

-Mini Com (single message x3) $143

COST:$600

-4 switch toys, to be selected to meet the needs of individual children.

Eg. Musical Dog $88,

Buzz Light year Bubble machine$66,

Busy gears (Light and sound) $110,

Foam Fountain$200.

COST: $500

TOTAL COST=$ 1,300

We realise that this is a substantial investment, but for these children it is their only opportunity to do
the things we all take for granted, like talk to our friends, make a request or access the computer.

Thank you for considering our proposal.

From the staff and students in Banksia.




Wish List for Banksia 10 /IS Unit

Wish 1 -

= Renewal of the subscription to the ‘SunshineOnLine’
reading scheme Cost: $250

e Banksia has had an annual subscription to this excellent
reading scheme for the past few years.

e School has purchased a full set of the readers and a set of the
home readers. These hard copies are used in conjunction with
the electronic scheme.

e Valuable support aids for each reader have been made by staff
to enhance the learning of our students. Many support
activities are based around the electronic activities associated
with the readers.

e The electronic versions provide access to learning activities
which is sometimes denied to our students due to their poor
dexterity and motor control.

e Students from the mainstream, who are struggling with their
reading skills, use our ‘Sunshineonline’ readers, access the
support activities and use the online program.

e Banksia needs to renew the annual subscription to access the
online program in 2016. The online program is now accessible
on both computer and iPad.




Wish 2-

Purchase of a suitable sound system, with speakers inside

the Banksia ‘Bus Stop’ area and speakers outside in the

Banksia plav area.

Cost:

$1,900 (Sturman Electronics quote)

Banksia students meet twice daily in the re-vamped Banksia

kitchen area known as ‘Bus Stop’.

They participate in a variety of social and educational activities

to learn communication skills, co-ordination skills, social skills

and routines. It is an important part of the day.

Music, singing and rhythm activities play an important part of

the ‘Bus Stop’ activities. Music encourages language in our

students with little communication skills as music and song set

the rhythm of the words.

We currently use CD players which are unsatisfactory for

many reasons — reliability, volume, quality of sound, access.

Over the past 8 years we have replaced the CD player several

times.

Currently there is no system to allow students access to m usic

in the outside Banksia play area. Our population of students

with severe disabilities is increasing. Music is something all our

students enjoy, regardless of their physical or intellectual

disability.

We have obtained two quotes — Sturman Electronics $1,900
Pro Lighting & Sound $3,687

Quotes attached.

The Sturmans Electronic quote is based on a reconditioned
stereo receiver .




Wish 3 -

Air conditioning for Banksia 2 Classroom.

e Banksia 2 classroom is the only classroom in the school not air
conditioned.

e All Banksia students would benefit from air conditioning.
Many of our students have health issues which can be triggered
by overheating — eg overheating of the body can trigger
Epileptic seizures in several Banksia students.

If funds are limited and cannot extend to air-conditioning Banksia 2
classroom in 2016, we request P&C consider this in future budgets.




Garden Wish List

Submitted by the Environment Committee for upgrade and
revitalization of the school gardens and environment.

e 10 tonnes of garden soil
o Ideally $1,000 for plants to be planted in all three gardens. —

| Herb garden — currently in the raised garden beds behind the
library

2. Gnome garden — current garden between the Early Stage 1 block
and the Stage 3 buildings.

3. Boomerang garden — to be located between the herb garden and
the end of the Stage 3 building.

e $100 for gardening equipment ( kids size gloves, shovels, hoes,
scissors, watering cans etc)

e Enough mulch to cover tops of the gardens

Approx cost: $1,500




Primary Connections
Digital Resources and Science Kits

COS unit PC unit Digital Kit Total
Resource Cost
Staying alive Staying alive 65.00 270.00 | 335.00
(Foundation)
Weather Weather in my n/a 275.00 | 275.00
world
(Foundation)
On the move On the move n/a n/a 0.00
(Foundation)
What's it made What's it made n/a n/a 0.00
of? of?

. | (Foundation) '
Everyday Spot the 65.00 n/a | 65.00
Materials difference

S (Year 1)
Mixtures All mixed up 65.00 380.00 |445.00
~ (Year2)
Earth and Sky Up down and all n/a n/a n/a
around
| - (Year 1)
Light and Sound Look! Listen! n/a 235.00 | 235.00
(Year 1)
Requirements of School yard 65.00 270.00 | 335.00
Living Things Safari |
(Year 1)
Watch it grow Watch it grow n/a 295.00 |295.00
(Year 2) |
Natural Water works n/a 180.00 | 180.00
resources (Year 2) I -
Pushes and Push-pull 65.00 145.00 | 210.00
Pulls (Year 2) )
Classification | Feathers, furs or 65.00 385.00 | 450.00 |
leaves?
| (Year 3) B a
Earth in motion Night and day 65.00 195.00 | 260.00
~_(Year3)
Heat Melting moments 65.00 195.00 | 260.00
(Year 3)
The effects of Heating up n/a 255.00 |255.00
heating (Year 3)




K

4 Ecosystems Friends or foes? n/a 390.00 | 390.00
(Year4)
Beneath our feet | Beneath our feet n/a 355.00 | 355.00
- (Year 4) -
Natural and Material World n/a 395.00 | 395.00 |
made materials ~ (Year4) | |
Forces Smooth Moves 65.00 195.00 | 260.00
(Year 4) 7
S What's the What's the n/a 385.00 | 385.00
matter? matter?
(Year 5)
Changes Change n/a 420.00 | 420.00
Detectives
(Year 6)
The Solar Earth’'s place in 65.00 345.00 | 410.00
System Space
(Year 5) -
The extreme Earth quake n/a 230.00 | 230.00
Earth explorers
| (Year 6) .
& Growth and Marvellous Micro- n/a 330.00 | 330.00 |
survival organisms
(Year6) N ,
Adaptations Desert Survivors n/a 465.00 | 465.00
(Year 5) _ -
Light Light Shows n/a 360.00 | 360.00
(Year 5) 7
Electricity It's Electrifying n/a 325.00 | 325.00
(Year6) -

indergarten — These units are taught every year
Years 1, 3, 5 are taught during odd years
Years 2, 4, 6 are taught during even years
The total cost for Kindergarten is $610

The total cost for odd year (Years 1, 3 and 5) is $3415

The total cost for even years (Year 2. 4, 6) is $3897

Total cost for all Science resources is $7922




